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The Maryland Chapter supports the efforts 

of The American Chestnut Foundation to 
restore the American chestnut tree, 
identifies and preserves American chestnut 

survivors in Maryland and promotes 
educational and scientific research efforts 
directed at restoring American chestnut 

trees in Maryland. 
We need your help  

The Chapter needs help with the 
maintenance of the Web site, 
www.mdtacf.org and with the 
periodic publication of newsletters. 
The national TACF office has 
started a comprehensive review of 
the www.acf.org site and the 
opportunities for electronic 
resources for our membership 
under the direction of the 
Connecticut Chapter President, Bill 
Adamsen, an experienced 
Webmaster. Working on his 
committee will be very rewarding 
and interesting. 

If interested, please contact Essie 
Burnworth -- (301) 762-6715. 
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You are invited to:  
 

A Special Maryland Chapter Meeting:  

 
1:30 pm Looking Back, Moving Forward: Growing  
Sunday, May 17 The Future Of The American Chestnut 
           
 

(Free and open to the public) 

Izaak Walton League of America Headquarters 

707 Conservation Lane  

Gaithersburg, MD 20878 

Our Foundation's Growth -- Where Do We Go From Here? - TACF 

President Bryan Burhans 

 

Some of What We Still Donôt Know & How To Find Out - Phil 

Rutter, Founding President of TACF and Founder of Badgersett 

Research Corporation 

A wine and cheese reception will follow the presentations. 

"This is really an exciting event for the Maryland Chapter," says Chapter 
President and TACF Secretary Essie Burnworth.  "We chose Bryan Burhans  
to lead TACF after an extensive search process.  His enthusiasm, experience 
and vision so fit our organization's needs at this time of growth and of 
beginning the restoration process.  I hope many of our members will take 
advantage of this special opportunity. I think they will be inspired by meeting 
him." 
  
 " And with Phil Rutter appearing at the same event, no American chestnut 
lover should miss it.  Phil traveled the country in the early days of TACF and 
inspired the volunteers and contributors who got the backcross breeding effort 
and our organization going. The TACF Annual Meeting last fall in Chattanooga 
ended on a high point with Phil's thought provoking observations based on  
growing chestnut for many years.  His ideas continue to inspire and inform our 
conversations about science and strategy." 

Directions: 
From North on I 270: Take exit 11 for MD-124/Quince Orchard Rd/Mont. Village 

Ave (0.3 mi); Slight right  at MD-124/Quince Orchard Rd (0.4 mi); Turn left at 
Clopper Rd/MD-117; Continue to follow MD-117 (0.9 mi); Turn right  at Muddy 

Branch Rd (1.5 mi); Turn right  at Conservation Ln - Pass pond and shelter on left 

then turn left to access headquarters parking area. 

 

From South on I 270: Take exit 10 for MD-117/W Diamond Ave toward MD-

124/Quince Orchard Rd/Clopper Rd (0.2 mi); Keep left at the fork, follow signs for 

Gaithersburg (226 ft); Turn left at W Diamond Ave/MD-117  (0.3 mi); Turn right  at 

Muddy Branch Rd (1.5 mi); Turn right  at Conservation Ln - Pass pond and shelter 

on left then turn left to access headquarters parking area. 
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Planting at Western Maryland Research and Education Center 

near Keedysville 

 
Backcross Plantings Completed  

Starting in late March and finishing up at the end of 
April, the Maryland Chapter successfully planted 
nearly 2,000 backcross nuts harvested in our 
breeding orchards last fall. During the winter these 
nuts were held in cold temperatures for stratification 
in a cold room at Hood College and in a dedicated 
refrigerator at the Stronghold headquarters at the 
Sugarloaf Mountain entrance. This year we 
completed the 4-H, Southern Maryland Izaak 
Walton League, and Monocacy orchards, and filled 
in spaces at Fox Haven and Western Maryland 
Research and Education Center (WMREC). Now, 
all 12 of our orchards, plus those at selected Carroll 
County Public school sites, are fully planted with 
progeny from the Clapper and Musick lines of 
resistance. Next year we will begin inoculating trees 
in our older orchards to test for blight resistance 
and for American chestnut growth characteristics. 
 

 
Planting helpers at the DNR orchard at the Monocacy Natural 
Resources Management Area included the family of Myron and 
Cathy Horst  

 
 
 
View this newsletter in color at www.mdtacf.org   
 

American Seedlings Distributed  

A year ago, Glenn Ferenschak of the Baltimore 
County Forestry Board requested pure American 
chestnut nuts, which he sent to the Ayton State 
Tree Nursery in Preston, MD on the Eastern shore 
to be grown into seedlings. This spring, he offered 
over 800 of these seedlings to all the Forestry 
Boards in Maryland, and they were reserved within 
36 hours. He distributed them to outdoor education 
sites, parks, and schools in all areas of the state 
along with planting instructions, and most of them 
were planted on April 4. He has a waiting list for 
next year, and we are about to send 600 nuts to the 
same nursery to grow out for next spring. 
 
Mac Sloan, a science teacher at Fort Hill High 
school in Cumberland, MD also requested nuts last 
spring, and we sent him 300 American nuts. He 
grew them in the greenhouse at the high school 
and then the students planted the seedling out at a 
restoration area this spring. See photo below. 
 

 
 
Thanks to these wonderful volunteers for their 
efforts to keep the American chestnut thriving 
throughout Maryland, educating young people and 
spreading the story of the American chestnut. 
 
American Chestnut Nuts for Research Projects  

The Chapter collected over 2,000 open pollinated 
American chestnuts last fall, and many of them 
have been given to scientists for use in research 
projects from Texas A&M to a university in 
Bordeaux, France, studying the variability of the 
blight fungus. The Chapter has provided several 
hundred nuts to schools for students to plant; we 
sent nuts to Dr. Joe James and Dr. Steve Jeffers in 
South Carolina, who are studying the effects of root 
rot (Phytophthora cinnamomi) on chestnuts; and we 

have sent our Maryland nuts to several researchers 
here in Maryland as well.  
 
 

http://www.mdtacf.org/


Announcing New Chapter Standing Committees  

The President is pleased to announce the appointments of Ron Kuipers 
as Chair of the Orchard Management Committee and John Cordts as 
Chair of the Event Planning Committee effective immediately. Ron will 
be responsible for oversight and coordination of all orchard planning 
and maintenance and will assist our Restoration Biologist, Robert 
Strasser, and the TACF Regional Science Coordinator, Sara 
Fitzsimmons, in managing these resources. John will be responsible for 
choosing speakers, programs, and sites for our chapter meetings as 
well as coordinating orchard activities. He will also work with the 
national TACF office in Asheville and with other chapters to coordinate 
press releases and participation in events. 
 
Help Wanted  

It is with regret that the President announces the resignation of Betty 
Garrand as Chair of the Membership Committee. She has done an 
excellent job of maintaining our records of members and volunteers. 
We are hoping to find someone willing to take this job over as of June 
30. Betty has the files in good shape now, so that the job is not too 
time-consuming. Her Committee members, Ron Kuipers and Gary 
Carver, will be glad to help in the transition. 

 
 
New TACF President and CEO Leads Spring Board and Cabinet 
Meetings  

The semi-annual Board and Cabinet meetings of TACF were held in 
Meadowview, VA in mid-April, introducing our new President and CEO, 
Bryan Burhans, to chapter presidents, officers and other Board 
members. Bryan took over the position on February 1, and he has been 
traveling to meet members, visit orchards, and learn about our 
programs. He set an optimistic and positive tone and sketched out 
plans for growth in our membership and a broader scope to our 
science. 

He comes to TACF after 12 years with the National Wild Turkey 
Federation, a much larger organization than TACF that is heavily 
dependent on a chapter structure. He grew up in Pennsylvania and 
was educated at Penn State University; he then got a Masters in 
Wildlife Biology at the University of Marylandôs Appalachian Laboratory 
in Frostburg, MD. 

Maryland is delighted to be hosting him at our May 17 meeting (see 
page 1) and we urge you to come and be energized by his enthusiasm. 

 

 
Maryland Speakers at PA 
Annual Meeting  

Kathy Marmet and Essie 
Burnworth were invited to 
speak on Education Outreach 
at the PA Annual Meeting in 
Hershey, PA on March 28. 
Essie made a case for telling 
the chestnut story to the public, 
and especially to school 
children.  Kathy described 
specific curriculum projects and 
tools we have developed and 
are using in Maryland. Principal 
among these is the Chestnut 
Learning Box put together by 
Dr. Gary Carver and Kathy 
Marmet to contain varied 
chestnut and wood-related 
items and a detailed binder of 
text and photographs to guide 
their use. (You may see the 
Learning box contents on our 
Web site at www.mdtacf.org.)  
 
 
We Need Your Support  

Participating in the Maryland 
Chapter of TACF puts you on 
the front line of turning back the 
clock on the loss of so much of 
our native environment. We are 
beginning restoration now. The 
2 dozen or so groves of 
American chestnut seedlings 
planted this spring by the 
various Maryland Forestry 
Boards and high school 
students are a first step at 
learning how to reintroduce this 
magnificent tree. There is much 
to be learned, and our success 
depends on volunteers and 
funds. The Maryland Chapter is 
a charity that multiplies every 
dollar you give by the volunteer 
efforts of so many throughout 
our state. Your gift will make a 
difference. Please consider 
joining us, working with us, and 
making a financial contribution 
to help keep the American 
chestnut restoration effort going 
for another 100 years! 
 

 
 
From left to right:  MD 
Chapter President 
Essie Burnworth, TACF 
President and CEO 
Bryan Burhans and MD 
Chapter Education 
Chair Kathy Marmet at 
the March 28 meeting 
of the Pennsylvania 
Chapter of TACF 

http://www.mdtacf.org/


 

 
Gary Carver (left) and Peter Vogt examine the slice from the 
Champion tree while Montana, Robb Newman, Karen 
Edgecombe, and Ron Kuipers look on.  (Elizabeth Stoffel is not 
in the photo because she was the photographer.) 
 

Slice of the Land Trust Champion American 
Chestnut Given to Maryland Chapter  

The ñNamesakeò tree, also known as the 
ñScientistsô Cliffsò tree and ñGravattò tree, was the 
Maryland State Champion surviving American 
chestnut tree for many years.  It grew on property 
of the American Chestnut Land Trust (ACLT) in 
Calvert County.  It fell in a storm in early 2006.   

In February 2009, Karen Edgecombe, ACLT 
Executive Director, Elizabeth Stoffel, Land 
Manager, and Peter Vogt presented a slice of the 
fallen Champion tree to the Maryland Chapter of 
TACF.  Representing the Maryland Chapter were 
Gary Carver, Ron Kuipers, and Robb Newman.   

The slice given to the Maryland Chapter came from 
about ten feet up the tree.  The slice is about 24 
inches in diameter and has about 100 annual 
growth rings showing.  The center is rotted, so it is 
not possible to determine the treeôs age. 

The tree originally had three stems.  Two of the 
stems fell years ago and lie on the ground near the 
tree.  The last and largest stem was about 33 
inches DBH.    Several sprouts survive, although 
they too are blighted, the tallest reaching about 25 
feet. 

More than eight feet of the base and trunk are left 
lying on the ground for visitors to see.  The 
remainder of the stem and branches were cut into 
boards, slices, and smaller sections.  The ACLT 
plans to hold an art competition and exhibition 
using the wood, similar to what the State of 
Maryland did with the wood from the Wye Oak, and 
is seeking volunteers for the project. 

 

The ACLT promotes land conservation, provides 
environmentally sustainable public access to its 
properties, and protects the natural and cultural 
resources of the Parkers Creek and Governors Run 
watersheds.  It manages over 3,000 acres of 
wetlands, forest and farmland in rapidly developing 
Calvert County. 

ACLT acquired its first property, land on which the 
champion tree grew, in 1987 from G. Flippo 
Gravattôs estate.  Gravatt had been a forest 
pathologist in the U.S. Department of Agriculture.  
He participated in early experiments to produce a 
blight-resistant American chestnut tree.  In 1936, he 
bought property along the Chesapeake Bay on 
which he established a private community named 
ñScientistsô Cliffsò and built a cabin entirely from 
American chestnut wood.  The ñChestnut Cabin,ò 
as it is called, is now a community museum. 

For further information about ACLT and Scientistsô 

Cliffs, visit www.acltweb.org and 

www.scientistscliffs.org.  

First Sixth -Generation Nuts Distributed  

Last fall, the Meadowview Research Farms 
harvested 1800 sixth generation (B3F3) nuts, and 
half were given to the US Forest Service for testing. 
Although breeding continues, and the scientists do 
not claim that the sixth generation nuts are blight 
resistant, the TACF Distribution Committee decided 
to begin offering these nuts to members. Letters 
were sent offering 5 nuts or seedlings to members 
based on length of membership. Maryland had 
seven members in this group, and we are very 
pleased that Tom Scrivener of Smithsburg offered 
his 5 sixth generation nuts to the Maryland Chapter 
for use in demonstration and ceremonial plantings. 
Robert Strasser has planted these nuts in tree pots, 
and we  will let you know where they will be planted 
when the details are worked out. 

New Maryland Chapter Brochure  

Thanks to Jen Miller of Rocky Gap State Park for 
designing a new Maryland Chapter brochure to 
hand out to the public. Please let Essie know if you 
would like some of these to hand out at local 
events. 

Maryland State Highway Administration 
Partners with Maryland Chapter  

A formal Memorandum of Understanding has been 
signed between TACF and the Maryland State 
Highway Administration (MD SHA) enabling us to 
use their land for chestnut plantings with backcross 
material. We thank Bill Branch of MD SHA who 
tirelessly pursued this partnership agreement and 
who will work with us to choose the first site for 
planting. 

http://www.acltweb.org/
http://www.scientistscliffs.org/

